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ithdrawal of the Austrian claims. So far as internal Iministration was concerned, Goethe had everything so irefully arranged that for the present he could safely trust LS business to other hands. "Indeed, I might die, it ould not create any disturbance."
Consequently he could venture upon his hegira with a )od conscience. He proceeded first to Karlsbad, where 3 met the Duke, Herder, and Frau von Stein, and felt his ririt refreshed and uplifted in their society. The first to ave the circle was Frau von Stein; Goethe accompanied 3r as far as Schneeberg in the Erzgebirge, and then re-irned to Karlsbad. On the 27th of August Karl August ft the watering-place; on the 28th Goethe's birthday was ilebrated among his friends with merry festivities. In the ddst of social distractions he had worked at the new edi-on of his writings. On the 2nd of September he wrote to le Duke, Herder, and Frau von Stein, telling them of his Ian to enter upon a journey immediately, but saying no-ling of whither he was going or how long he expected to s gone. His last words, at eleven o'clock in the evening, ere to Frau von Stein: " At last, at last I am ready, and at not ready. For in reality I have another week's work sre, but I desire to get away, and so I bid thee once more iieu. Farewell, sweetheart, I am thine." At three clock in the morning he "steals away" from Karlsbad in le diligence, and rolls away toward the south.
The fugitive left behind him in Weimar most glorious lemories. Such pure devotion of strength and will could Dt fail of profound recognition, even if the results were ot commensurate with his purposes and efforts. When chiller was in Weimar the following summer he heard oethe's name "mentioned by a very great number of eople with something akin to adoration."